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Peaine Township 
36825 Kings Hwy Beaver Island, MI 49782 

Public Hearing 
September 9th, 2021 at 2:00pm 

Public Hearing Opened at 2:00pm 

 

Board Members Present: 

Doug Tilly, Supervisor 

Carla Martin, Clerk 

 

 

Purpose of Public Hearing: 

To consider whether to adopt a resolution to inform the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) of a need 

for the adoption of a Slow-No-Wake Zone Local Ordinance for Font and Fox Lakes within the Township of Peaine and to 

request assistance from the MDNR in establishing a special local ordinance for this purpose.  The purpose of the meeting 

is to obtain public comment and suggestions regarding the possible designation of Font Lake and Fox Lake as State of 

Michigan SLOW – NO WAKE ZONES. 

 

Font Lake 

 

Summary of Comments Opposed to No-Wake Zone: 

Safety concerns were questioned following the St. James Township Public Hearing on Font Lake No-Wake issue. The 

commenters pointed out that there was no clear safety concern outlined. The other primary concern in opposition to the 

establishment of a no-wake ordinance for Font Lake was that this was a solution in search of a problem that doesn’t exist. 

A couple of property owners commented that no apparent issues have been observed on Font Lake and that the need for 

such an ordinance does not exist at this time. Over-regulation having a negative impact on the enjoyment of the lake was 

also listed as a concern, as was the referenced 5mph speed limit on all watercraft. The plan for enforcement of such an 

ordinance was also questioned. 

 

Summary of Comments in Favor of No-Wake Zone: 

Font Lake users expressed concerns were over the high volume of property sales on Beaver Island, as well as the growing 

tourist economy, increasing the usage of the lake and increasing the probability of unsafe situations on the lake as well as 

possible damage to the lake and the flora and fauna found there. An increase in usage following the expansion of the 

parking area at the Font Lake Boat Launch was also listed as a concern for the same reasons. 

 

Fox Lake 

 

Summary of Comments Opposed to No-Wake Zone: 

No comments specifically opposing the establishment of Fox Lake as a No-Wake Zone were brought forward during the 

public hearing though it was mentioned over-regulation could have a negative impact on the enjoyment of any inland lake. 

 

Summary of Comments in Favor of No-Wake Zone: 

Concerns by property owners were also raised for Fox Lake over the high volume of property sales on Beaver Island, as 

well as the growing tourist economy, increasing the usage of the lake. Reports were made of various large watercraft 

traveling across the lake at high speeds. Concerns over the safety of waterfowl on the lake were mentioned, specifically 

the Loons that nest of Fox Lake. Preserving the peaceful environment enjoyed by lakefront property owners was also 

mentioned. 

 

Public Hearing concluded at 2:36pm. 


